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morning of his execution, or for a balloon not rising in the air
when the ropes that keep it to the earth are cut away. With
Christianity, on the other hand, all is different ; and the
difference is typical of the toto codo difference between
Eastern and Western thought. Christianity differs from both
Hindooism and Buddhism in the same way us the principle of
love differs from the principle of asceticism, as the solicitude
of affection differs from the sordid calculations of hope and
fear. It acts, not by repressing the lower, but by stimulating
the higher nature; raising it above itself, as it were, by holding
tip before it for its contemplation a Divine ideal and object of
love, in whose presence the lower desires shrink into the shade,
In other words, while Hindooism would keep the higher nature
uppermost, by the direct but negative method of killing out the
lower, and Buddhism by the indirect but still negative method
of cutting away the motives that feed its root, Christianity
would accomplish the same object by the positive method of
directly stimulating, strengthening, and aggrandizing the higher
nature, by holding up before it a supreme object of devotion
and love.

Now if these differences correspond to differences in the very
genius of Eastern and Western Thought, it Is not very likely
they will stop here, but will be found to run into every aspect
of practical life and conduct* Hindooism, for example, repre-
sents the extreme of Individualism, The one object of its
votaries is to save their own souls, not by working for the
welfare of others but by attending solely to their own salvation,
not by following through love the footsteps of a high personal
exemplar wherever they may lead, but by practising a low and
selfish asceticism, and by keeping a profit and loss account of
merit and demerit. It has no regard, therefore, for the
welfare of the family, let alone for that of the State, or the
world at large ; and to this disregard, the doctrine of re-incarna-
tion, which means the incarnation in their children not of their
own souls but of the souls of other men, still further lends